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Eurofurence 23

Qarrezel of Clockwork Creature Studio built her first werewolf costume at age twelve and just kept improving. On the right, her creation “Tierney”.
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~My secret? | just love what | am doing."

After hosting a panel on
advanced fursuit mak-
ing, our Guest of Honor
Qarrezel from Clockwork
Creature Studio found
time to answer some of
our questions as well.

What is the secret that
makes Clockwork Crea-
ture Suits special ?

I think if an artist is do-
ing something they real-
ly like, you can see it in the
outcome as well. I love cre-
ating fursuits, and I try to
make them look as natu-
ral as possible, using a lot of
references that I find in na-
ture.

How did it all start?
I always loved animals,
playing dress-up and mak-

ing my own costumes for
Halloween, even as a child.
At age 12, I built my first
werewolf costume and the
year after, I wanted to im-
prove on it. So becoming a
fursuit builder seemed just
the next natural step of evo-
lution.

Every year, fursuits seem
to get more detailed,
more perfect, but also
more expensive. What do
you think about this de-
velopment?

To be honest, I think
it'’s a good thing. Creating a
fursuit means lots and lots
of work, about 100 to 200
workhours. It’s only fair that
an artist gets paid for this ef-
fort. In addition, the more
value and effort is put into a
suit, the better are chances

that fursuit making is taken
seriously and recognized as
the art form that it is.

You have a long waiting
queue and can’t fulfill all
the wishes that reach you.
Have you ever thought
about enlarging your stu-
dio?

I'm very sad about eve-
ry idea I cannot realize. But
[ put my heart into every
costume I create and I don’t
want to switch to mass pro-
duction of suits. It wouldn’t
be the same anymore. So
Clockwork Creature Studio
stays a family business, with
my husband and my mother
helping me out.

Do customers ever get
disappointed?
Sometimes people don’t

realize how challenging
fursuiting can be. It’s hard
work. If you want to join a
dance competion or suit for
two hours in summer, you
need to train for it, build up
your heat resistance and get
in shape.

How do you see the future
of fursuiting?

I think that furries and
fursuiting will become
more mainstream. Inter-
action with the media and
the large success of cosplay-
ing is helping us to be more
accepted. It would be won-
derful if we eventually could
cross the border from just
having a kind of harmless
but weird hobby to full ac-
ceptance in society.  (ker)
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Role Reversal on Fiery Paws

The winner of Paws On Fire - the asian dragon Tien Long.
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Tien Long, who had been
a judge at Enter the Arena,
emerged victorious from
the Paws on Fire dance
contest.

eturning after the high-
ly successful debut last
year, Paws on Fire took place

The Artist

Every Eurofurence, the art-
ist lounge has been a high-
light for many artists. The
friendly atmosphere is a lot
of fun. You can trade sketch-

on Friday afternoon. The
big new Club Stage allowed
more audience to fit in, with
a better view of the dancing
than in the previous year.
Reprising the hosting
role again, EosFoxx first
warmed up the audience,
making sure they would

make plenty of noise in sup-
port of their favorite danc-
ers. After a demonstra-
tion round to introduce the
dance battle format as well
as the judging process, the
audience picked out names
to randomize the competi-
tor pairings.

From the previous year,
the fursuiter category had
almost doubled in size with
fourteen suiters competing
for the top position, while in
the non-fursuiter division,
only four contestants took
the stage this year. As the in-
itial non-fursuiter rounds
started, it immediately be-
came evident that the au-
dience was enthusiastic and
supportive of all the danc-
ers. The limited length of
the rounds combined with
good preparation made for
an overall smooth progress
of the contest.

Despite limited attend-
ance, the non-fursuiter di-
vision displayed a high lev-
el of skill and energy, Qui-
et winning with an impres-
sive, breakdance-inspired
performance. The fursuit fi-
nal pitted against each oth-
er the winning dancer from
this year’s Enter the Arena,
Dexter, and Tien Long, the
latter emerging victorious
from a closely fought battle.

(hhp)

Lounge Never Sleeps

book entries with friends, or
just draw for fun. Many art-
ists finish their commissions
here while chatting along
while enjoying some candy

or drinks. Throughout the
years, the artist lounge grew
along with the convention,
from just a small room with
some tables to a huge hall. It

is located right next to Con
Operations, feel free to drop
by, everybody is welcome,
artists and admirers alike!

(peg)
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Would the ancient Egyp-
tians have liked our cat
memes had they been
around today to view
our internet? Or would
they feel offended at
how we depict one of
their holiest of animals?

Cats were not just useful
pest controlling pets
in ancient Egypt. Their
status was next to no oth-
er pet. The cat-headed
goddess Bastet (or Bast)
was not just a goddess of
cats. She also stood for
family, joy and dance. Not
a bad thing to be associ-
ated with. Bastet and her
cult of the cat had a mas-

Cats

sive temple in Bubastis.

Though some other pets
seemed to have been given
the same honour, cats were
most often mummified.
Mummification is the high-
est honour to give to the de-
ceased: it means their ka
(soul, life force) can be re-
united with their body after
death so they live on forever
in the afterlife. Greek histo-
rians were astounded to find
the Egyptians would mourn
the loss of a pet cat as they'd
mourn the loss of a family
member.

Cats were treated with
the same respect when alive
as many an unfortunate Ro-
man found: unsuspecting

visiting Romans that'd be
disrespectful to Egypt’s
cats would meet an angry
mob.

Unfortunately we
find out now that not all
these cat mummies con-
tain someone’s actual
pet. It seems back then,
too, people found ways
to profit off of someone
else’s beloved pet. Not to
worry, the writer refers
back to Daily’s second
print of this con to give
you an idea of who was
awaiting such dishonest
folk in the afterlife.

You don’t mess with
cats, after all.

(sty)

“Crazy
Cat
Ladies”

“Sieben-Katzenleben”
now exists for seven years,
working hard to save the
lives of abandoned and
death-bound cats in Spain.

he region where they are

active is suffering from
an economic draught, with
unemployment rates up to
70 percent, and sometimes,
even the money for castrat-
ing a cat is just not available.

The staggering amount
of suffering is what kindles
the passion of these twen-
ty ladies, and drives them
to invest all of the time they
have to fight against negli-
gence and premature death.
Speaking to Amitola, I rec-
ognised the same passion I
see in furries. So it was no
surprise that, when I asked

The team from “Sieben-Katzenleben”
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her about her feelings on
Eurofurence, the word “pas-
sion” was the one she used
most. She said that her
team is flabbergasted by
the attendee’s willingness to
help, and the uncondition-
al acceptance of their cause.

Personal Sacrifices

It is hard to understand un-
der what conditions these
ladies are working. One of
them, Ana, has dedicat-
ed her whole life to these
cats - she quit her job and
is now living at the Finca
in Spain where the cats are

first housed, sleeping in a
bed near the cages. There
is little comfort there (bare-
ly any electricity, no heating
and no AC). They are plan-
ning to build wind turbines
to enable some cooling for
the cats in summer and to
allow small comforts, such
as warm water, for the per-
sonnel working on site.

If there is a group of peo-
ple who deserve to be called
crazy, it is definitely the cra-
zy cat ladies from “Sieben-
Katzenleben” But some-
times, one has to be crazy to
achieve something...  (aki)
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Rock till you Drop

EF is serious about rock
concerts, and this is a good
thing. Guest of Honor, Pep-
per Coyote, rocked the
stage until he could hardly
climb off it anymore.

Eurofurence has a proud
tradition of spending
considerable parts of its
budget on stage equipment.
It also has a proud tradition
of live rock concerts. Com-
bined, the results can be
spectacular if there is a per-
former who can handle all
this spotlight.

Enter Pepper Coyote.
Big, tall and ginger, he is a
sight to behold, and with his
goofy, friendly stage person-
ality, he had the audience on
his side in a matter of mo-
ments. The great chemistry
between this year’s Guest
of Honor and his co-host,
drinking buddy and music-
fox extraoirdinaire, FoxAm-
oore, was more than obvi-
ous. All musicians (except
Pepper) have stood on EF’s
main stage before, Garra

Pepper belting out the tunes, his own as well as songs by co-musician FoxAmoore.
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on guitar, Teddy on drums,
Jumpy on bass and back-
ground vocals and guest
singer Shadowwolfen.

Songs furries can relate to
Pepper’s own songs often re-
volve around topics relevant
to the furries in his audience,
from the joys of fursuiting
to the sadness and exhila-

ration of a Dead Dog Party,
trying to make the night last
forever. Some are silly and
playful (“Fruit Cups” tells
the story of a vegan hyena),
but Pepper was never one to
shy away from ballads either
(“Lighthouse” is about cop-
ing with disaster).

A memorable night end-
ed on the “Happy Song’,

the audience on their feet,
clapping along, with Pepper
claiming it was “the happi-
est day of my life”, grinning
like he meant it.
Unfortunately, he hurt
his foot during the very last
notes, limping off the stage.
It turned out he had broken
his toe. Get well soon, coy-
ote! (lux)
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